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San Jose State University 
philosophy professor Carlos 
Alberto Sanchez presented his 
research on the philosophy of 
brutality in narco culture, as 
part of the SJSU’s University 
Scholar Series in Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Library 
on Wednesday.
Narco culture, according to 
Sanchez, is “a socio-political 
and historical-cultural 
phenomenon that challenges 
the very conception of 
violence, personhood, and 
culture itself.”
S a n c h e z 
is currently 
w o r k i n g 
on a book 
addressing 
the issue, 
titled, “A 
Sense of 
Brutality : Philosophy 
after Narco Culture.”
He began studying narco 
culture from a philosophical 
approach because there 
wasn’t any published work 
on the subject.
“Philosophers are usually 
quick to respond to the moral 
problems of society, but they 
haven’t responded to this, 
which is very problematic,” 
Sanchez said.
Sanchez highlighted the 
excessive violence within 
narco culture through various 
headlines from newspapers, 
some of which included “Five 
Decapitated: Hearts left in 
mouths of severed heads,” and 
“The DEA warns of a circle of 
hell in Mexico.”
He believes the amount 
of violence has become so 
commonplace, that it has 
led to the desensitization of 
It’s a long list of names for the 
San Jose Sports Hall of Fame, and 
three San Jose State alumni made 
their mark on it. 
Taking the stage at the San 
Jose Sharks’ SAP Center, former 
Spartans Harry Edwards, Pat Hurst 
and Mark Langston were inducted 
into the San Jose Sports Hall of 
Fame, alongside former Sharks 
goalie Evgeni Nabokov.
 For Edwards, a longtime activist, 
it was another moment to honor his 
involvement with John Carlos and 
Tommie Smith’s iconic raising of 
their fists during the 1968 Olympics 
in Mexico. But at the podium, 
Edwards looked to the future.
“We’ve come into some difficult 
times, those are the type of things 
I’ve been worried about for fifty 
years,” Edwards said at the podium.
Optimism was the focus of 
Edwards’ speech.
“We are going to be just fine, 
because that’s what we the people 
do,” Edwards said. “We’ve been 
through worse, but we come 
out better.”
For the three athletes, San Jose 
was a starting point for their careers. 
“When you’re like a Pat Hurst 
you don’t celebrate like a rock 
star,” Golfer Pat Hurst said before 
accepting her award. “I know how 
to celebrate quietly.”
Hurst won the Ladies 
A group of four to six suspects trav-
eling on electric scooters Wednesday 
afternoon allegedly assaulted a male 
student and robbed him of his cell 
phone in front of the University Police 
Department office, according to UPD.
A nearby UPD officer witnessed the 
altercation and was able to apprehend 
one of the suspects, while the rest of the 
alleged assailants fled the scene. A sus-
pect was later apprehended after being 
identified by witnesses, while the others 
still remain at large.
The victim endured minor injuries 
but declined medical attention. His cell 
phone was recovered.
One suspect fled on foot toward 
sixth Street and disappeared into an 
alley behind 441 S. Sixth St.
An officer chased the suspect down 
the alley but retreated after a few 
moments. He then drew a weapon 
from his holster and pointed it down 
the alley. It is unknown whether this 
suspect was later apprehended.
One was described as a black male 
juvenile, approximately 6 feet tall and 
wore a black top with red skinny jeans.
“I live in Campus Village B, and 
these robberies are the reason I bare-
ly feel safe even walking back to my 
dorm,” public health sophomore Asia 
Mills said. “UPD should send text 
alerts since I don’t check my email 
all the time.”
Sunhera Paul, who is enrolled in San 
Jose State University’s master of com-
puter science program said that she is 
scared to walk down East San Salvador 
Street because of this incident coupled 
with another where a student was kid-
napped at 7-Eleven at the beginning of 
the semester.
“There should be more police pres-
ence on the outskirts of campus to stop 
this from happening so often,” Paul 
said. “I’m guessing this is normal here.”
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An oﬃ  cer with the University Police Department briskly walks out of the alley located behind 441 S. Sixth St 
after chasing down the alleged assailant involved in an armed robbery on Wednesday.
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Philosophers are 
usually quick to 
respond to the 
moral problems of 
society, but they 
haven’t responded 
to this, which is 
very problematic. 
Carlos Alberto Sanchez
philosophy professor
Armed robbery marks third robbery alert sent out by UPD this semester
Air quality causes campus closure
San Jose State University 
closed campus today and 
Friday because of the 
poor air quality caused by 
the Camp Fire.
University officials sent 
an email at approximately 
11 p.m. on Wednesday to 
students and faculty with 
the news. 
The email read, “San Jose 
State University’s campus will 
be closed Thursday, Nov. 15 
and Friday, Nov. 16 due to 
unhealthy air quality levels in 
the Bay Area caused by wild-
fires throughout the state.” 
The health and well being of 
students, faculty and staff are 
of utmost importance to us.” 
As of press time at 
12:19 a.m. on Thursday, San 
Jose’s air quality reached 189 
on the Air Quality Index, 
according to the United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Air Now website. 
The index number is consid-
ered unhealthy.
Despite the university 
being closed because of the 
air quality, undeclared sopho-
more April Magbual said she 
would still rather attend class.
“I still care enough to 
come, even if the air quality 
is bad,” she said. “We’re going 
to be inside not outside, so it 
doesn’t really matter.” 
Community colleges in the 
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SJSU alumnus 
Harry Edwards 
poses next 
to a bronze 
plaque made 
in honor of 
his induction. 
The plaques 
hang around 
SAP center 
alongside other 
inductees to 
the San Jose 
Sports Hall of 
Fame.
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Tapping into the growing 
needs of the technological 
industry, CyberAwareness 
Day 2018 was held in the 
Student Union yesterday 
with the goal of allowing 
students to explore extensive 
opportunities in the 
cybersecurity field. 
San Jose State University 
is recognized by the National 
Security Agency and the 
Department of Homeland 
Security as a Center of 
Academic Excellence, 
and this effort is a part of 
National Cybersecurity 
Career Awareness Week. 
“The event focuses on 
the cyber career aspects ... 
global demands for cyber 
professionals far exceed 
supply,” Alan Wong, director 
of business development and 
external relations said. 
Hosted by SJSU in 
partnership with UC 
Merced, the event began 
with a webcast from Merced 
by keynote speaker Lily 
Yeoh, the founder and CEO 
of CyberOne Security. 
Yeoh studied biology 
and chemistry in her 
undergraduate years and 
earned a graduate degree in 
management information 
systems, reiterating an 
important point that the event 
wished to instill in students - 
a career in cybersecurity can 
be for anyone. 
“We want to highlight 
to students that there is a 
high demand in the industry 
which actually ranges from 
not just a computer science 
or engineering kind of major 
but it needs a lot of people 
who are non-technological 
practices,” Wong said. 
Mitchel Chang, a member 
of the panel, shared about 
his role as the senior vice 
president of corporate social 
responsibility and outreach 
at Trend Micro – a leading 
company in hybrid cloud 
security, network defense, 
small business security, and 
endpoint security. 
“We’re trying to 
help universities with 
career development, our 
curriculum development, 
and some joint research 
projects to help universities 
be better prepared in 
their curriculum to train 
cybersecurity professionals,” 
Chang said.
Students from the justice 
studies department were 
invited to the event as a result 
of the intersectionalities 
currently present between 
the justice system and 
the need for defense in 
a digital space. 
In an effort to promote the 
idea of digital hygiene among 
students in a technological 
climate where phishing 
attempts are constantly 
being fought by businesses 
and academic institutes, 
three community colleges –
San Jose City, Foothill and 
De Anza – were also invited, 
Wong said. 
For electrical engineering 
graduate student Namratha 
Murthy, security is an 
important aspect that 
needs to be paid attention 
to because of the immense 
threat that can be imposed 
when a database is in the 
hands of the wrong people. 
“Security breaches cannot 
be completely avoided 
because once you come up 
with a new security tool 
to avoid an attack there’ll 
always be someone waiting 
to deploy an attack again,” 
Murthy said. “The future 
should focus on probably 
trying to concentrate on 
these types of attacks and 
trying to avoid them.”
According to Yeoh, 
non-technological roles 
in the cybersecurity field 
include roles in education, 
human resources, project 
management, media, 
and communications 
as well as legal work 
among many others. 
“I always thought 
cybersecurity was just one 
thing about protecting 
businesses or basically 
just fighting off potential 
threats, but there’s a lot 
more that goes into it so 
[the event] just broadened 
my knowledge,” computer 
engineering sophomore 
Jason Chong said. 
More than 1.8 million 
cyber security professionals 
will be required in the field 
to accommodate a predicted 
global shortfall by 2022, 
according to the 2017 study 
by IT organization (ISC)². 
The organizations’ 2018 
report relays data showing 
that one of the biggest career 
progression challenges in the 
field are unclear career paths 
to cybersecurity roles. 
“This is an event that 
introduces the cybersecurity 
area through industry people; 
what kind of cybersecurity 
area they’re working in, 
what kind of mindset they 
have about cybersecurity so 
that’s a great opportunity for 
students who want to pursue 
this career,” Younghee Park, 
assistant professor at the 
college of engineering said. 
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Profess ional  Gol f 
Association Tournament 
six times, according to 
San Jose State University’s 
website, and was the first 
athlete from the NCAA 
Division I Women’s golf 
Championship.  She is 
now an assistant coach 
for the women’s golf team 
of SJSU.
Mark Langston, who 
played on multiple major 
league baseball teams and 
was known for a wicked 
curveball on the pitching 
mound, got his start on 
SJSU’s team.
“You can’t stand up 
here, without looking 
backwards,” said Langston, 
expressing his gratitude 
toward his roots with the 
Spartans.
Charlie Faas, vice 
president of administration 
and finance and member 
of the San Jose Sports 
Authority board, said that 
the SJSU athletes honored at 
the ceremony are more than 
just icons for the school. 
“San Jose has a long 
legacy of sports, and then 
you come into San Jose 
State and you find some 
of the athletes that we 
have – coaches that we 
have – really cross over 
and become not just San 
Jose State sports icons, but 
icons in the community,” 
Faas said.
to the desensitization 
of humanity. 
Individuals from the 
narco community are no 
longer seen as humans, but as 
“narcos,” Sanchez said.
Sanchez stated that because 
of this reason, “brutality” is 
a better description for what 
goes on in the narco world.
According to Dictionary.
com, brutality is defined as 
“the quality of being brutal, 
cruelty, savagery.”
Sanchez said brutality 
requires the task of turning 
people into objects, which is 
done in narco culture when 
people are regularly killed. 
He stated narco 
culture cannot be called a 
subculture because there is 
no overarching culture that 
one can tie it to.
Photographs of the 
extravagant tombs of major 
figures involved in narco 
culture were shown while 
Sanchez spoke. 
The tombs, one of which 
Sanchez visited in Mexico, are 
large with towering columns 
and contain amenities, 
such as air conditioning 
and bulletproof glass 
windows inside.
He believes these death 
customs authenticate narco 
culture to be a real culture.
Attendees gasped at 
the intricacy of the tombs 
and how these individuals 
were immortalized in 
such lavish ways.
“I didn’t know about the 
tombs. There were houses 
built for these people that 
no one lives in,” radio, 
television and film senior 
Luis Moreno said. 
Moreno said he had heard 
stories of narco culture and 
drug cartels, but didn’t expect 
to hear people discussing it in 
the United States.
Philosophy graduate 
student Baltazar Lopez said 
he came to learn about the 
political science behind 
narco culture. He said he 
found it shocking how 
narco culture operates as an 
independent nation.
“By coming to a lecture 
similar to this one, you can 
learn more about a situation 
and make an opinion for 
yourself,” Lopez said.
Lopez believes it’s 
important for students to 
come to speaking events 
like this in order for them to 
gain their own opinions on 
different issues.
“With [President Donald] 
Trump, there has been 
questions on identity. There’s 
lack of truth from democrats 
and republicans. There’s 
issues with fake news. People 
try to control the narrative,” 
Lopez said. 
Sanchez hopes his work 
on the subject sparks a 
debate and others can also 
study narco culture from a 
philosophical perspective. 
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Cyber security career for all majors
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Mark Langston speaks on stage of the SAP Center on Wednesday, remembering his start at San Jose State 
University and Major League Baseball.
Have a story idea?
Contact us at
spartandaily@gmail.com.
surrounding area have not 
officially stated wheth-
er their campuses would 
close for the remainder of 
the week. 
As of press time, only 
the San Mateo County 
Community College 
District – which includes 
Cañada College, College 
of San Mateo and Skyline 
College – will close its 
campus until Monday, 
according to an email sent 
by Skyline College. 
Other community col-
leges in the surrounding 
area, such as Evergreen 
Valley College and 
De Anza Community 
College, had not officially 
stated whether their cam-
puses would be closed 
Thursday or Friday. 
According to its web-
sites, California State 
University, East Bay 
and San Francisco State 
University will close cam-
pus for the remainder of 
the week. 
Follow Spartan Daily 
on Twitter
@spartandaily
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When you’re 
like a Pat Hurst 
you don’t 
celebrate like a 
rock star.
I know how to 
celebrate quietly.
Pat Hurst
assistant coach
SJSU women’s golf 
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How ‘The Grinch’ steals hearts
PHOTO AND POSTER COURTESY OF ILLUMINATION ENTERTAINMENT AND UNIVERSAL PICTURES
By Nora Ramirez
 STAFF WRITER movie review
“The Grinch”
Rating: 

Directed by: 
Scott Mosier,
 Yarrow Cheney
Starring: 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
Genre: 
Animation
Follow Nora on Twitter
@noraramirez27
Released on Friday, 
Dr. Seuss’ “The Grinch” 
is directed by American 
designer and animator 
Yarrow Cheney and Cana-
dian-American film direc-
tor Scott Mosier. 
Th e 3D computer-
animated movie is enter-
taining, funny and magical. 
Originally written in 
1957 by American author 
Th eodor Seuss Geisel, fa-
mously known as Dr. Se-
uss, “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas!” is a children’s 
book that has been adapted 
to TV on three occasions, 
this year being the latest.
“Th e Grinch” is a holi-
day classic about a grump, 
known as Th e Grinch, who 
wants to steal Christmas is 
changed by a young girl’s 
generous spirit. 
Th ough this fi lm achieves 
the message, the movie 
shows a much diff erent ver-
sion than the original.
 Narrated by Pharrell 
Williams, the beginning 
of the movie takes viewers 
on a journey to the jolly 
world of Whoville. 
Th e design of the city 
is beautiful and one of 
my favorite things about 
this version.
Pharrell introduces the 
audience to the Grinch and 
his lonely world. 
Up until this part every-
thing seems to be following 
the original story.
However, unlike the 
original, Cindy Lou doesn’t 
have a direct relationship 
with the Grinch. 
Instead,  she has a clos-
er relationship with her 
group of friends with 
whom she shares her only 
wish for Christmas, happi-
ness for her mother.
Lou’s mother appears to 
be a single mother of three, 
who works a night shift  and 
takes care of her children 
during the day. 
Because of her busy 
schedule, Lou feels sad 
and her mother wishes 
she could have more time 
for herself.
The Grinch doesn’t 
come into contact with 
Lou until the last part of 
the movie. I expected to 
see their unique friendship 
develop a little sooner.
Compared to the 2000 
fi lm version, “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas,” the 
viewers don’t know about 
Lou’s father, the Grinch 
doesn’t create a friendship 
at the beginning of the mov-
ie and the “Whos” aren’t an-
gry at the Grinch for ruining 
their Christmas.
Th e 2018 adaptation 
shares a message of inclu-
sion which was something I 
truly enjoyed. 
In this fi lm, the Grinch 
treats his dog Max much 
nicer than in the 2000 fi lm. 
Th e newer version shows 
a caring Grinch who under-
stands that Max is his only 
family. Max is loyal and a 
true friend to him.
Furthermore, even af-
ter the Grinch ruined 
Christmas, the “Whos” 
are welcoming and loving 
toward him. 
Th ey invite the Grinch 
to have dinner for Christ-
mas and he even share some 
words before eating.
Th e “Whos” hug him and 
make him smile. Lou makes 
sure to make him feel at 
home and part of their life. 
It is a gesture that in my 
opinion, should be practiced 
more oft en by people.  
The gleeful spirit ev-
ery single “Who” has is 
contagious and it amused 
the children and adults in 
the theater. 
Overall, the details and 
decorations of the hous-
es made me excited for 
Christmas.
Th ough I wanted to see 
Lou and the Grinch interact 
more, the animation of the 
movie was phenomenal. 
Th e fi lm was easy to enjoy 
and I found myself caroling 
along with the “Whos” and 
the movie audience.
Band imagines and 
originates new sound
“Origins”
Rating: 

Artist: 
Imagine Dragons 
Release date: 
Nov. 9, 2018 
Genre: 
Alternative/indie
album
review
By Claire Hultin
STAFF WRITER
Follow Claire on Twitter
@ClaireHult
For someone who did 
not previously like the in-
die/alternative band Imag-
ine Dragons, their new-
est album, “Origins,” has 
made me become some-
what a fan of the group.
“Origins,” released Fri-
day, is the fourth studio 
album for the band. The 
15-track album discusses 
relevant world issues and 
topics in its lyrics.
The name “Origin,” 
plays on the band’s fasci-
nation with Charles Dar-
win, as their last album’s 
name was “Evolve.”
Producers Alex da Kid 
and Mattman & Robin cre-
ate a more electric, vibrant 
and bold sound than the 
band has created in the past. 
Though the vibe and 
sound of the album is 
bright, lead singer Dan 
Reynolds’ lyrics do not 
always match the sound, 
as the lyrics discuss some 
very pressing, deep issues.
The album begins with 
the track “Natural,” a 
song similar to a lot of the 
bands’ previous music; a 
fist raising anthem with 
a message. “Nothing ever 
comes without a cost,” 
Reynolds sings, staring off 
the album with an aggres-
sive, booming tone.
The album starts out 
with a loud rock anthem 
but the bulk of the album 
is brighter and bolder.
Th e dubstep beats in 
“Digital” echo as Reynolds 
sings about a digital world. 
“From the outside, every-
thing looks right / We are 
the face of the future / We 
are the digital heartbeat / We 
don’t wanna change, we just 
want to change everything.” 
While the song has a 
techno and upbeat tone, 
the lyrics have a deep-
rooted message.
The album does show its 
fun side with songs such 
as “Cool Out,” an electric 
beat that I would listen to 
poolside on a summer day, 
and “Love” and “Stuck,” 
two sweet love songs. 
Continuing the theme 
of a vibrant song with a 
message, “Real Life” ends 
the album. Reynolds per-
sonally talks about his 
faith in this song.
He sings, “She says, ‘How 
could I ever believe in some-
thing that would step aside 
and watch?’ / And I got no 
words to say ‘cause I think I 
lost my faith / But I fake it for 
the day, oh everything will 
be okay.” Reynolds’ raw truth 
and pure emotion is admira-
ble throughout the album.
Personally, I was not a 
huge fan of the band be-
fore this album. When I 
first started listening, I was 
still skeptical. 
However, upon listening 
to a few songs that aligned 
with my music taste, I be-
gan to listen to the lyrics 
and appreciate the band. 
Th e fi rst song that struck 
a chord for me was “West 
Coast.” Th is may be my fa-
vorite because I am from 
the west coast and can relate 
to Reynold’s lyrics. To add, 
the song was so diff erent 
from anything I had ever 
heard from the band. 
The song is stripped 
down with a sweet guitar 
sound and has a tender, 
folk tune, similar to the 
band The Lumineers. “I’ll 
be your strong man, I’ll be 
your West Coast / I’ll be 
the sun, I’ll be the waves, 
I’ll be the one you love the 
most” takes me back home 
to waves crashing on the 
beaches of Malibu.
Th is song was the reason 
I began to appreciate the 
band and the album itself. 
I also found a few other 
songs that I really enjoyed. 
“Birds” is another one of 
my personal favorites, giv-
ing off  a sound similar to 
one of my favorite alterna-
tive rock bands, Coldplay. 
All in all, I thought that 
switching up their sound 
was a bold but very smart 
move for the band. It’s the 
reason why I found myself 
liking “Origins” and how 
I started to become a fan 
of a group that I did not 
particularly care for prior.
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House democrats must fi nd middle ground
Th e Democrats came 
out victorious in the mid-
term elections, gaining 
34 seats in the U.S. House 
of Representatives.
Th e Republicans have 
reason to celebrate as 
well, the party gained two 
seats in the Senate, and 
President Donald Trump 
fl exed his confi dence al-
most immediately aft er 
the results came.
During his post-mid-
term election press 
conference, the presi-
dent complained about 
the length of special 
counsel Robert Muel-
ler’s investigation into 
potential Russian in-
terference in the 2016 
presidential elections.
Th e president suggest-
ed using the powers vest-
ed in the Senate major-
ity as a countermeasure 
against House majority 
leaders wishing to inves-
tigate the inner workings 
of his administration.
“Th ey can play that 
game, but we can play it 
better,” he said in regards 
to the looming possi-
bility of Democrat-led 
House inquiries,” said 
the president. “We have 
a thing called the United 
States Senate, and a lot 
of questionable things 
were done.”
Th e president went on 
to accuse Democrats of 
leaking classifi ed infor-
mation and perpetrating 
“many other elements 
that should have not 
taken place.”
Th ough Democrats 
will have the power to 
subpoena documents 
and testimony from 
members of the presi-
dent’s administration, 
the party needs to choose 
their battles carefully if 
they want to win back 
any of the moderates that 
helped secure the Senate’s 
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@ VicenteSJSU
Democrats fi nally have the 
opportunity to guide the 
conversation, at least 
in the House.
Vicente Vera
STAFF WRITER
Republican majority.
Current House Mi-
nority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi does not have the 
disposition to eff ective-
ly lead the Democrats 
down the right course 
of action. 
She is set to take the 
post of Speaker of the 
House from Republican 
Paul Ryan on Jan. 3, 2019.
In an interview with 
CNN on Nov. 8, she 
was asked to respond 
to the Democrats that 
would like to see the 
president impeached.
“I don’t think we 
should impeach a pres-
ident for political rea-
sons, but I don’t think we 
should not impeach him 
because we think it’s po-
litically impeding for us 
to do so,” Pelosi said.
Th e answer Pelosi gave 
was ambiguous and it 
could be perceived as ap-
pealing more to Republi-
cans than Democrats. She 
should have put the topic 
of impeachment to bed 
right there.
Democrats as a col-
lective made no real at-
tempt to impeach the 
president in his fi rst two 
years as president. None 
of them seem interested 
in putting up the pro-
posal on the agenda for 
the upcoming session 
of Congress.
Being a self-pro-
claimed “San Francis-
co liberal,” Pelosi has 
polar opposite political 
views when compared to 
those of the president, 
and the president has no 
trouble using her as a 
punching bag during his 
divisive speeches.
Just fi ve months ago 
at a Nashville, Tennes-
see campaign rally, the 
president called Pelosi an 
“MS-13 lover,” in refer-
ence to her liberal views 
on immigration policy.
Judging from the pres-
ident’s own words, he 
is Pelosi’s most vocal 
critic, so why did he all 
of a sudden change his 
tone toward Pelosi aft er 
the midterms?
“In all fairness, Nancy 
Pelosi deserves to be cho-
sen Speaker of the House 
by the Democrats,” he 
tweeted on Nov. 7. “If 
they give her a hard time, 
perhaps we will add some 
Republican votes.”
Trump knows Pelosi 
has the power to subpoe-
na his tax returns.
As much as I’d love to 
see the president’s tax 
returns, the Democrats 
should instead shift  their 
power to investigating 
aspects of his administra-
tion that both parties in 
the House are interested 
in learning.
Th e president thrives 
amongst his base when-
ever he has public spats 
with Democrats, and he 
sure as hell will throw a 
tantrum their way if he 
knows that Republicans 
will be right there to fan 
the fl ames.
Democrats fi nally have 
the opportunity to guide 
the conversation, at least 
in the House.
If both parties can 
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fi nd a way to work on a 
bipartisan basis, we as 
a country might fi nal-
ly see Trump’s behavior 
come under scrutiny by 
more politicians in his 
own party.
Th ough Pelosi and the 
president don’t seem to 
have the best relation-
ship, hopefully, they 
avoid engaging in clashes 
that ultimately only add 
on to the president’s an-
ti-establishment image, 
thus hurting the Demo-
crats chances of attract-
ing new voters.
“[Clashes] will proba-
bly be very good for me 
politically,” the president 
said. “I could see it be-
ing extremely good po-
litically because I think 
I’m better at that game 
than the Democrats 
are actually.”
There’s more to the 
regular 9-to-5
Huan Xun Chan
STAFF WRITER
Before the current era 
which we call the infor-
mation age, there was 
the nomadic age, the 
agricultural age and the 
industrial age. 
During these diff erent 
eras, humans practiced 
diff erent lifestyles.
In the agricultural 
age, farmers had fl exible 
working hours and only 
worked in the day. 
Transitioning to the 
industrial age, many la-
borers were exploited for 
working long hours.
According to CNBC, 
full-time laborers in 1890 
manufacturing indus-
tries worked grueling 100 
hours per week. Labor-
ers in the 19th century 
worked 12 to 14 hours 
a day. 
Laborer organizers 
strived for labor rights 
and limiting work hours 
to eight hours. 
In the year 1940, Con-
gress amended the Fair 
Labor Standards Act and 
further limited the work-
week to 40 hours, accord-
ing to CNBC.
It seems like we are liv-
ing at ease compared to 
the laborers who worked 
more than 10 hours a day 
in the factories. 
However, a 9-to-5 is 
not really 9-to-5. Whoev-
er really fi nds a job work-
ing from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
is extremely lucky.
Th e implementation of 
an eight-hour workday 
came during the indus-
trial revolution. 
We are now in this 
information era which 
changes the nature of 
the workforce. 
Nonetheless, we 
are still exercising 
the outdated and in-
eff ective eight-hour 
workday practice.
We are living in this 
age that relies upon, re-
quires and demands in-
stant-communication, 
causing many people to 
work more than eight 
hours a day. 
According to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, 
the average American 
works 44 hours per week, 
or 8.8 hours per day, 
whereas studies from the 
management consulting 
company Gallup show 
full-time employees 
work an average of 47 
hours per week, or 9.4 
hours per day. 
No matter which 
one is more accurate, 
both studies prove that 
people in the United 
States work exceeding 
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eight hours.
Th e average Califor-
nian spends 58.8 min-
utes a day commut-
ing to work, according 
to Census. 
Let’s do the math. 
Add 8.8 hours of 
work plus a one-hour 
lunch break, which many 
people work through, 
account for commute 
time and we spend ap-
proximately 11 hours 
at work. 
Th e eight-hour 
workday policy does 
not apply to the 
working habits. 
A normal healthy per-
son can hardly concen-
trate on work for an entire 
eight hours. 
According to Forbes, 
the ideal work-to-
break ratio is work-
ing 52 minutes, fol-
lowing by 17 minutes 
of rest. 
Th erefore, many peo-
ple spend time on other 
work-unrelated activ-
ities, including dazing 
and checking social me-
dia during work hours 
to rest their constantly 
operating brains.
We are no longer liv-
ing in the industrial era 
which productivity is di-
rectly proportional to the 
work hours. 
If the work style has 
changed so much, it is 
also time for adapting 
the concrete policy to the 
new age.
U.S. Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., will likely replace  Rep. 
Paul Ryan, R-WI, as Speaker of the House on Jan. 3, 
2019.
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ACROSS
1. Calamitous
5. Master of ceremonies
10. Does something
14. Astringent
15. Diving birds
16. Wisdom
17. Compensate
19. Be cognizant of
20. Gist
21. Convex molding
22. Pieces of insulation
23. Spruce up
25. European blackbird
27. A large vase
28. Acquired
31. Water park slide
34. Birdlike
35. 24 hours
36. Focusing glass
37. What’s happening
38. Plateau
39. Genus of macaws
40. Tine
41. Surged
42. Cocktails
44. Female sib
45. Joined together
46. Tastes in art and manners
50. Declares
52. Pungent
54. Soak
55. Fowl
56. Destroy completely
58. Lascivious look
59. Blaze
60. How old we are
61. Countercurrent
62. Typewrote
63. Toward sunset
DOWN
1. Mends
2. A part of the small intestine
3. Cuban dance
4. Large fl ightless bird
5. 1 less than a dozen
6. Fool
7. Anthracite
8. Interring
9. East southeast
10. Acid neutralizer
11. Maintain or assert
12. Gait faster than a walk
13. Stitches
18. French for “Our”
22. Fiber source
24. Tracks
26. French for “State”
28. Roasters
29. Leisure
30. Twosome
31. Burrowing marine mollusk
32. Sister and wife of Zeus
33. Without protective armor
34. In a preventable manner
37. Sea eagle
38. Fog
40. Quarries
41. Diacritical mark
43. Tastelessly showy
44. Fit
46. Illegal activity
47. Habitual practice
48. Anagram of “Store”
49. Excrete
50. Qualifi ed
51. Competed
53. Applaud
56. Frequently, in poetry
57. Uncooked
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What do you 
get if you 
divide the 
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of a pumpkin 
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Being a part of a 
multicultural nation is 
one of the most beautiful 
experiences that a person 
can enjoy.
Th ere is a certain type 
of magic in human bonds 
that stems from a place 
of understanding.
It is an understanding 
of how diff erent norms, 
behaviors and languages 
can transcend the bound-
aries that separate them 
from each other.
Th ese diff erences in-
stead form a basis of con-
nection that can be so 
pure and life-changing. 
My home country, Ma-
laysia, prides itself on its 
multicultural identity. 
Our nation’s foundation 
was built on the fact that 
our collective Malaysian 
culture is all about com-
ing together to live in 
an environment where 
multiple ethnic cultures 
can thrive.
According to Malaysia’s 
Department of Statistics, 
the 2017 census shows 
a population of 32 
million people in which 
68.8 percent are native 
Malays, 23.2 percent are 
Chinese and 7 percent 
are Indians. 
In Malaysia, the ma-
jor holidays celebrat-
ed by the Malays, Chi-
nese and Indians are 
Hari Raya, otherwise 
known here as the festi-
val of Eid, Chinese New 
Year, and Deepavali or 
Diwali respectively. 
Th e holiday spirit in 
my country is bustling 
year-round to celebrate 
the festivities of these 
three major holidays as 
well as other big reli-
gious celebrations such 
as Christmas. 
Shopping malls are 
decked out in festive dec-
orations, advertisements 
are produced following 
the theme of each cele-
bration and food menus 
are altered to cater to the 
infl uence of the ethnicity 
being celebrated.
However, such diver-
sity must be embraced 
with caution because 
where there is diversi-
ty, there is bound to be 
more tension. 
I am a mix of multi-
ple ethnicities but le-
gally recognized in gov-
ernment documents 
as a Malaysian-Indi-
an, following that of 
my father. 
Growing up in a 
household that celebrat-
ed Chinese New Year, 
Deepavali and Christ-
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Differences, though embraced 
and celebrated, are still a long 
way to go from being completely 
incorporated into every aspect of 
the world we live. 
Winona Rajamohan
STAFF WRITER
mas with such exuber-
ance, I could not help 
but notice the diff erences 
around me as each festive 
season passed. 
Th ough Indians are ac-
knowledged as one of the 
three major races in the 
country, they only make 
up a small minority of 
the population.
I grew up aware that 
my race is one that is 
subject to struggle, dis-
crimination and judg-
ment solely because 
generalized assumptions 
were so much easier to 
make when the target 
group was small and not 
always in sight. 
As the years passed 
and I grew older, I re-
alized that this idea of 
equal appreciation of 
festivals from diff erent 
ethnic groups was not as 
equal as I thought.
Public holidays for 
these festivals were 
not equal. Hari Raya 
and Chinese New Year 
were given two days of 
public holidays, while 
Deepavali was given 
one though all three re-
volved around similar 
traditions of meeting 
family members.
I noticed that the 
decorations put up 
in shopping malls for 
Deepavali would be 
brought down quicker 
than those of others. 
Deepavali was held 
on Nov. 6 this year, and 
I came across stories on 
social media depicting 
how some shopping malls 
had put more eff ort into 
Halloween decorations 
while some had taken 
down the decorations 
on Deepavali day to 
make way for Christmas 
decorations.
I grew up basking in 
diversity that our country 
had made into a way 
of life while accepting 
that equality for my race 
could not stand at the 
same level as others.
My race was my fi rst 
awakening into how a 
country’s ideals and plans 
are heavily infl uenced by 
numbers. Th e number 
of people in an ethnic 
group, the amount of 
money that businesses 
can make during diff erent 
holidays and the costs of 
allowing employees or 
students from a certain 
ethnic group to take 
vacation time.
Seven percent of the 
population was not 
enough for an additional 
day of public holidays 
and it was not enough 
of a demographic for 
malls to make money 
off  targeted promotions 
or spend money on 
decorations like the rest 
of the holidays. 
A holiday such as 
Halloween, which has 
no signifi cance in the 
cultural makeup of Ma-
laysia, had bigger air-
time than Deepavali. 
Th is is based on the fact 
that it gets the interest 
of more people in the 
bigger picture. 
However, this major-
ity shown within the 
religion does not tran-
scend into the fi gures 
shown on a national level 
where Muslims make up 
about 1 percent of the 
total population. 
It saddens me that 
ethnicities still have to 
be reduced to calcula-
tions of cost and benefi t 
in the areas of national 
policies, education, and 
even business.
Idealistically, I would 
want cultural equality 
in institutionalized sys-
tems to be as simple as 
promoting the concept 
of it in societal behav-
iors, however, these sys-
tems do not take into ac-
count the mere notion of 
moral value.
Instead, these systems 
have no choice but to 
analyze resources at stake 
when it comes to matters 
even as simple as keeping 
festival decorations up 
in a consumer-driven 
capitalistic environment 
where the idea of the 
‘masses’ is an idea of the 
population that would 
be able to provide the 
most revenue.
When it comes to 
education, I fi nd that 
curriculum is almost 
always built around a 
‘majority’ instead of 
an ‘all’ because it is the 
least time and energy 
consuming for the many 
layers of offi  cials involved 
in creating policies for 
this system.
Diff erences, though 
embraced and celebrated, 
are still a long way to go 
from being completely 
incorporated into every 
aspect of the world 
we live. 
Th ough society’s love 
and understanding is 
enough to keep peace 
and harmony between 
diff erent cultural groups, 
I believe that we still have 
a long way to go before 
diversity becomes an all-
encompassing term.
Albeit, I do fear that 
such a view would be 
close to impossible to 
being put into eff ect into 
the world we live.
Diversity matters more than  numbers
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Spartans look to impress on Senior Day
WINONA RAJAMOHAN | SPARTAN DAILY
Spartans freshman linebacker Michael Pryor (49) looks to tackle his SJSU teammate during a defensive drill at practice on Wednesday.
By Winona Rajamohan 
STAFF WRITER
After a 62-21 Mountain 
West defeat on Saturday 
against 14th-ranked Utah 
State, the Spartans are wast-
ing no time in turning their 
attention to this weekend’s 
final home game of the sea-
son hosting Nevada.
The game against Utah 
State saw the Spartans 
powering through the start 
of the first quarter with a 
7-0 lead, but the Aggies 
turned every mistake from 
that point on into an oppor-
tunity to shift the game in 
their favor. 
“Midway through the sec-
ond quarter we’re playing 
hard, and we’re making some 
plays and it’s a fair fight and 
then we had an 8 or 9 min-
ute stretch on both sides of 
the ball that just really hurt 
us and we couldn’t recov-
er from,” head coach Brent 
Brennan said. 
The Spartans will 
face off against another 
high-scoring team Saturday 
as the Wolf Pack heads into 
the game with a 6-4 over-
all record and a 4-2 record 
in conference play. Nevada 
is also coming into CEFCU 
Stadium on a three-game 
winning streak after defeat-
ing Colorado State 49-10 last 
week. 
“We’re playing a very hot 
football team right now,” 
Brennan said. “Their quar-
terback is outstanding. 
They’ve got a real veteran 
group from both sides of 
the ball and they’re play-
ing really well as seen last 
week when they played 
Colorado State.” 
The fight against the 
Aggies left the Spartans a 
little banged up, bringing 
slight changes in the prac-
tice process this week as 
they buckle down on the 
Wolf Pack’s offense. 
“Our defense is going to be 
challenged in lots of ways so 
I think it’s important that we 
do a good job simulating the 
looks in practice this week,” 
Brennan said. 
Taking into account the 
current records of Nevada 
and Fresno State, who the 
Spartans will be going head 
to head with when they hit 
the road for the Nov. 24 
game, SJSU’s strength of 
schedule for the year is tied at 
17th place for the most chal-
lenging based on opponent 
winning percentage at 0.613, 
according to the NCAA 
Statistics Service. 
“I feel like everyone we 
play is high-scoring, week 
in and week out, I think it’s 
been an interesting season so 
far,” Brennan said. 
The Spartans remain 
standing in a difficult posi-
tion this season with a cur-
rent overall record of 1-9 
and 1-5 in the Mountain 
West Conference. 
“The team, they’re happy, 
you know the record isn’t the 
greatest but if you came out 
here as a regular bystander 
you wouldn’t be able to tell 
what the record was because 
the guys are still running 
around practicing hard and 
having fun,” senior defensive 
tackle Boogie Roberts said 
after Wednesday’s practice. 
When asked about how 
difficult it could be for the 
team to keep itself motivat-
ed, Brennan said the answer 
is simply a matter of having 
no other choice. 
“I think we’re developing 
a lot of young players and 
a lot of seniors have been 
playing their best football 
since they’ve been here and 
so I feel good about that,” 
Brennan said. “But unlike 
everybody else, we need to 
win more football games and 
we need to play better, so 
we’ve got a lot of work ahead 
of us as a staff these next 
two weeks and then going 
into offseason.” 
The upcoming final home 
game will also see 15 seniors 
being recognized in pre-
game ceremonies, a moment 
that Brennan explained will 
make this Saturday a special 
day for him and the rest of 
the team. 
“What I’m most proud of 
about this group of guys is 
easy, it’s how they’ve con-
tinued to work and push 
the team even though we 
weren’t getting the results on 
Saturdays that we wanted,” 
Brennan said. 
Emotions are set to 
run high this weekend as 
the team plays to improve 
their record and play 
their best for the seniors 
as well. 
“It’s just crazy how fast 
time flew, it seems like just 
yesterday I was an 18-year-
old kid coming to San Jose 
for the first time and now I’m 
leaving a 22-year-old man. 
I get to play this last game 
and walk out there with my 
family,” Roberts said. 
For senior running 
back Malike Roberson, 
this Saturday’s game 
is not a goodbye but a 
thank you. 
“Seeing where I’ve devel-
oped from and being able to 
tie that back into the younger 
guys and help them out, kind 
of like repaying the favor of 
the seniors here when I got 
here,” Roberson said. “Now 
I’m that old guy now so I’m 
just passing off the torch 
because you can only be a 
Spartan for so long but it 
lives on for you.” 
The team has had a lot of 
ups and downs throughout 
the season, but Roberts said 
that at the end of the day, 
it has taught him life les-
sons and given him a strong 
brotherhood with his team-
mates that extends beyond 
the boundaries of the 
football field. 
“I’m disappointed we 
haven’t got the results for 
them, that really hurts me,” 
Brennan said. 
Monroe leaves it all on the fi eld for SJSU
GABRIEL MUNGARAY | SPARTAN DAILY
Spartans senior cornerback Dakari Monroe (19) plans to graduate with a 
communications degree at the end of the semester.
By Melody Del Rio
STAFF WRITER
Dakari Monroe’s lega-
cy goes much further than 
taking down opponents 
and intercepting passes, the 
San Jose State University 
cornerback is a composed 
individual on and off the 
football field. 
As the season comes to 
an end, the senior corner-
back will step on CEFCU 
Stadium one last time in a 
Spartan jersey. 
SJSU has given Monroe 
many memories and 
has been a part of his 
journey in becoming a 
well-rounded man.
“I’m from San Jose and I 
take a lot of pride in being a 
local and a Spartan. I’m enjoy-
ing my last season. It’s fun to 
be around the guys one last 
time,” Monroe said.
Monroe is finishing up his 
fourth season as a Spartan 
with 34 games played and 
starting in 10 of them. He is 
one of the most experienced 
defensive players on the team.
“My college career has 
been a rollercoaster. What 
I’ve had to overcome and 
the people I’ve played with, 
it’s a lot of ups and downs,” 
Monroe said.
Monroe’s defensive backs 
coach Aric Williams said 
Monroe is the type of player 
every coach wants. 
Williams said he is a deter-
mined individual who gives 
his extra time in perfecting 
his techniques. 
This marks the first season 
of Williams’ coaching career 
at SJSU. He advises other 
defensive players to ask fellow 
teammates, like Monroe, for 
extra guidance. Even off the 
field, Williams knows he can 
count on Monroe to do the 
right thing.
“Off the field, he is just one 
of those guys I never have 
to worry about. He handles 
his business,” Williams said 
then laughed as he added, “I 
told him someday he will run 
for mayor.”
Monroe’s teammate of 
three seasons, senior wide 
receiver Tre Hartley said 
Monroe displays a focused 
persona. Hartley said he is a 
locked-in competitor on the 
field, but off the field, he is a 
jokester. Hartley mentioned 
they have developed inside 
jokes and have come to know 
each other so well that they 
can look at each other and 
instantly laugh.
“Getting to know him, 
I learned he is a funny guy 
too. As soon as I see him, 
I smile without saying any-
thing and I’ll miss that,” 
Hartley said.
Monroe is like any other 
college student and said he 
enjoys chilling, watching 
movies and playing video 
games. However, before he 
does any of those things, he 
has to take care of his busy 
schedule with coursework, 
practices and games.
“You really have to create 
a schedule, even if you write 
something down. I don’t, but 
I keep a mental note,” Monroe 
said. “I know certain days 
I have things to do and as 
time goes you get it down, it 
becomes second nature.”
Time management is not 
the only thing Monroe has 
on lock-down. Being a foot-
ball player has taught Monroe 
a lesson he is able to use 
outside of football. He said 
there are different personali-
ties on the team and football 
has given him that opportu-
nity to learn and work with 
different individuals with 
various personalities.
Monroe will graduate in 
December 2018 with a degree 
in communications. His next 
step is finishing the season 
and with the support from his 
family, he hopes to play at the 
next level.
For now, he is focusing on 
Saturday’s game against the 
Wolf Pack.
UPCOMING
GAME
UNR vs. SJSU
Nov. 17 @ 2 p.m.
Watch at 
themw.com
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I’m from San 
Jose and I take 
a lot of pride in 
being a local and 
a Spartan. I’m 
enjoying playing 
my last season.
Dakari Monroe
senior cornerback
Follow Melody on Twitter
@spartanmelody
